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Anfuier to the Queftion, No. II. of the Regifler— Why is it that 
the Ravages of the Confumption are fo much greater with the 
Female Sex than with the Male ?” 


DR. ADAMS, 


I OBSERVED in No. Il. of the Regifter, a queftion 
which to me appears important, viz. “ Why confumption pre- 
vails fo much more in the female than in the male fex ?” 
With impatience I have waited to fee an anfwer from fome of 
your correfpondents, or from fome able theorift and ikilful ‘ft 
practitioner, who had leifure to benefit mankind by his ftudy 2 
and obfervation ; as no anfwef has appeared, except this brief 
one, * The greater delicacy of the female than.male conftitu- 
tion,’ I have been induced to attempt an anfwer; which is 
fubmitted to your confideration. Iam no phyfician, there- 
fore it cannot be expected I fhould write in the profeffional 
ftyle ; Iam however encouraged to communicate my thoughts 
from this confideration, that the Regifter is calculated to be a 
medium of moft general information, and intended for the ad- ae 
vantage of all claffes of people : fome of whom would not be ie 
benefited fo much by a learned differtation as by.a few deful- | 
tory remarks. 

It appears to me that another queftion in connexion with 
that propofed is equally important, and in a meafure neceflary 
to come to an anfwer ; viz. Whence is it that confumption is 
{o.much more prevalent in both fexes now than in the days of 
our forefathers ? That this is fact, I prefame will not be de- 4 
nied. Confumptions are not only more frequent according to a) 
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the teftimony of aged people, but alfo much more rapid in 
their progrefs, than they were in their early days. Mutt this 
be charged to change in our climate ? or mode of living, and 
drefs ? or fome other caufe, or caufes ? 

According to the ingenious reafonings and obfervations of 
Dr. Williams, there has been a regular change of climate, (un- 
der certain circumftances) progrefling to a greater degree of 
warmth. But this change muft be fo gradual and flow as not 

_to affect materially the health of inhabitants in one or two 
centuries, whic includes the age of this country, as fettled by 
- Europeans. 

If we attend to the mode of living, we fhall find a far greater 
change between. that of our hardy anceftors and the prefent 
generation, than was ever known in any climate in ten centu- 

ries. If they, who now confider ardent {pirit, tea, fugar, &c. 
as among the neceflaries of life, will believe the report, our 
fathers fcarcely knew more of them than the name. Inftead 
of the produce of China and the Weft Indies to compofe their 
breakfaft, they were content with the plain and fimple produce 
of their farms. Inftead of an ardent draught to raife their 
{pirits, recruit them under fatigue, or create an appetite for 
dinner, they were fupplied with nature’s fimple beverage, a 
draught of milk and water, a cup of beer, or even at the 
moft with the produce of their own orchards. A particular 

object with them was to clothe their bodies fo as to guard 
againft the inclemencies of the climate, not aiming fo much at 
ernament as convenience, not apeing (perhaps from a happy 
neceflity) the fafhions and follies of older countries. It may 
not be unworthy of remark, that our hardieft long-lived vete- 
rans commonly wore woollen fhirts. It is true we appear much 
more refined in our mode of living and drefs. We {mile at 
their uncouth habits, and homely fare ; or perhaps pity their 
poverty ; fince now he muft appear poor indeed who cannot 
have the herb from China, and the juice of the cane every day ; 

_and the vaft quantity of diftilled {pirit which is confumed almoft 
exceeds belief. ‘The mode of living and drefs is now as dif- 
ferent from what it was in the days of our grandfathers as 

.fimplicity and luxury. On which fide is the advantage found, 
as to the {tate of health ? Confumption was then rarely known; 
an inftance of it was matter of general converfation, and long 
remembered: now it has become the moft prevalent, as well 
as formidable difeafe of our country. . We fee a great change 

_in the mode of living, and as great in the prevalent difeafes. 
May we not view it in the light of cau/e and effec? ? 

As to the fecond queftion, or rather the queftion which was 
propofed, Why confumption prevails fo much more in the 
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female than in the male fex ? The anfwer given in No. IV. 
of the Regifter, undoubtedly contains a principal reafon. It 
will be readily granted that whatever caufes have a tendency 
to produce confumption, will operate more powerfully upon 
the delicate female conftitution, and all the caufes which have 
been confidered as tending to increafe this fatal complaint, are 
caufes to which the female fex are, perhaps, mare expofed 
than the male, excepting the free ufe of ardent {pirits, which, 
to their honor be it {poken, they reject, generally, with becom- 
ing abhorrence, and view with mingled emotions its progrefs 
inthe ether fex. But there are difficulties peculiar to the 
fex, by which they are expofed to have their conftitution. in- 
jured.. Very many confumptions have their origin in want of 
care and attention to themfelves at certain critical periods. 
Either by too violent exercife, or taking cold by expofing 
themfelves to the evening air, or damping their feet, &c. ob- 
itructions are formed, and frequently the conftitution is irre- 
parably injured, and the foundation of confumption laid be- 
fore they are aware of danger. 

Young females who have not an affectionate mother, or ex- 
perienced female friend, to take care of them, and warn them 
of their danger, are to be pitied. Some are doubtlefs led to 
expofe themfelves at fuch critical periods, by a falfe modefty, 
or bafhfulnefs, of which they have to repent when it is too late 
to prevent the evil; and fome are criminally inattentive to 
the moft tender advice, till qualified, by painful, perhaps fatal 
experience, to warn others, and too probably with as little fuc- 
celfs. It is verily the opinion of the writer, that many, very 
many of the cafes of confumption among females, have their 
origin in colds taken at times when they ought to be peculiarly 
careful of themfelves. 

Another reafon which may be affigned for confumption be- 
ing more frequent among females than males, is the fa/bion of 
dre/s. While the female conftitution is more delicate, and 
confequently more eafily injured, females are moit expofed, 
by the tyranny of fafhion, to all the inconveniences of our 
fickle climate. Fafhion has led them farther from the decent, 
comfortable, and healthy drefs of their anceftors, even than it 
has the males; and too many are fo unhappily enflaved, that 
the feafons of the year can effect but very little change in the 
habit, unlefs the miftrefs fafhion, or the leaders of the fathion 
fay fo. It is important to the prefervation of health, that 
-clothing fhould be fuited to the feafon, and fuch as to proteé 
the body againft the changes of the weather, and guard it from 
the cold. And if confumptions have become frequent, as is 
quite apparent they have, in fome proportion to the changes in 
I 2 
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drefs, as they have progrefied from the warm and comforta- 
ble, to the light and airy ; then we have too great reafon to 
predict an increafe of the number of victims from the prefent 
mode. Now in fultry days of tummer, moift and damp weath- 
er, foggy mornings and evenings, and in piercing cold of win- 
ter, fine linens and thin muflims, gre almoft all that is allowed 
to cover the delicate limbs. Very thin clothing, naked 
bofoms, and arms bare almoft to the fhoulder, are melancholy 
prefages. 

‘The very general and frequent ufe of tea is alfo thought to 
have influence in increafing the number of confumptive habits 
and cafes. ‘Tea is allowed to be a nervine, and ranks in the 
clais of tonics. It may, by a moderate and judicious ufe, in 
many cafes promote health, enliven the fpirits, and “ cheer 
but not inebriate :” yet like all other tonics, by too free and 
frequent ufe, it will produce indirect debility, manifefted by 
palpitations of tue heart, trembling of the nerves, &c. ‘This 
perhaps valuable medicine, however, has become a principal, and 
is viewed as a neceflary article of diet, efpecially among fe- 
males, and is frequently taken with very little folid food. No 
injury is foon perceived. ‘The progrefs from health to dif- 
eaie is often flow, they are not alarmed by any fudden and 
fenfible confequences ; and even when fymptoms of increafing 
debility are perceived, they are unwilling to believe it can be 
occafioned by the favourite tec. ‘The caufe is not fufpected, 
but applied to as aremedy, and verily believed to do good, be- 
caufe their wafted finking {fpirits are revived thereby for the 
moment. Let obfervation decide whether the blooming cheek 
of health is moft commonly found among thofe who diet much 
on tea, or where it is feldom tafted. : 

If I might be permitted, I fhould in this view name Bails, 
efpecially as they are frequently conducted inthe country. In 
order to have a juft idea of them, we muft conceive a large 
collection of youth of both fexes afflembled, probably in a 
crowded room, their fpirits exhilarated by agreeable company, 
and tea, then the exercife of dancing to follow, till the pores 
are all opened, and the body fatigued, and this continued 
till wearinefs or cuftom fhews them it is time to feparate. 
View them paffing out from the highly rarified air of a warm 
and crowded room, into the cold air of midnight, to ride to 
their homes, which are at a diftance, with little additional cov- 
ering to their light and airy drefs, which would probably fcarce- 
ly be burthenfome in a fummer’s day, and it will be hard to 
conceive that the delicate female conftitution can bear all this 
without material injury. Such affemblies of young people, and 
conduéted much after this manner, are not uncommon, efpe- 
cially in the winter. Perhaps fome may, but few indeed can, 
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bear this without feeling hurtful effects ; and many fine con- 
{titutions are ruined by it. Whatever may have been pre- 
difpofing caufes, moft cafes of pulmonary confumption, have 
their firft alarming fymptoms from a cough occationed by a 
cold ; and many females who find a premature grave, may 
date their decline of health from their evening ball. ~ 

Tam fenfible that many arguments are ufed in favour of 
fuch recreations, and alfo that it is hard reafoning againft a 
favorite amufement : but is not lofs of beauty, lofs of health, 
and perhaps lofs of life at an early period, too great facrifices 
to be made for the pleafures of an evening ball, for even po- 
lite accomplifhments, eafy manners, and agreeable company ? 

“ Forgive the crime; I with them, I confefs, 
* Or better manag’d, or encourag’d lefs.” 

When confumption is fated, as it is catled, it is generally 
confidered as incurable ; and the little fuccefs which has at- 
tended medical prefcriptions hitherto, leads to view this as one 
of the moft formidable of difeafes. Surely then, where there 
is very little ground to hope for relief when once the difeafe 
is fettled, it muft be of utmoft importance to attend to preven- 
tative means, and guard againft occafions or caufes of. much 
difeafe. Here then let tender mothers be urged with greateft 
earneftnefs feafonably to notify their young daughters of the 
change which, in the courfe of nature, is to take place in them 
at a certain age ; to warn them of the danger which attends 
indifcretion at fuch times, 2nd with peculiar tendernefs to 
watch over them, and take care of them. Many young fe- 
unales, for want of knowledge and experience, have at fuch 
times immediately endangered their lives; and many haye 
ruined their conftitutions, if not laid the foundation of con- 
fumption. Shall affeétionate mothers lofe the comfort they 
have fondly anticipated in their daughters, and be fubdje@ead 
to paintul reflections by neglect of a duty which no one can 
difcharge with fo much propriety as they can? 

Let parents be urged by moral confiderations and their affec- 
tions for their offspring, to let their wifdom fupply the want 
of experience in their children, their daughters ; and their 
authority, if necefiary, reftrain them from following fuch 
fathions and faihionable practices as have a direct tendency to 
injure their health. 

Young people, efpecially females, are entreated to pay par- 
ticular attention to the fir? appearances of indifpofition. A cough, 
probably occafioned by a cold, is confidered as a flight affair ; 
yet it is too often neglected, even after it has continued be- 
yond the ufual time, till the lungs are fo debilitated by irrita- 
tion and labor, that affiftance comes too late. Whenever it is 
found that appetite fails, Mreneth decreafes, and the veiiels 


eet Bek ye os 
a 






































pti ie od oe 
——* ss 


= ao ase > auc a dy Pave” bc neSe das 2S 


nee See oe 






134 AGRICULTURAL. 


begin to lofe their tone, &c. thefe are alarming ‘ymptoms, 
from whatever caitfe they may originate : they demand ait tune 
mediate attention. A high flow oF {pirits m: Ay not allow them 
to complain: they think to (habe vi off 3 Dut delays are extreme- 
ly dangerous. Perhaps iome firive to hide their indifpofition, 
left the care of faithful and tender parents fhould deprive 
them of recreations on which their hearts are fet ; and they 
purfue their courie, till reftrained by fatal inability. But hall 
heaith, and perhaps life be facrificed to pleafure ? Some alfo, 
whofe minds have been occupied in bufinefs, or pleafures, ftart 
at the thought of their liability to ficknefs and death, they 
are unw! illing to believe the fureft evidences, and inftead of 
paying al attention to their declining health, labor 
hard to contradict their own feelings. Yield then to the voice 
of reafon, and the counfels of affection and experience; and 
let not the power of fafhion, and love of pleafure drive or 
allure to the lofs of the greateft temporal blefling, health. 
Confider no indifpofition as trifling, which is a forerunner of 
CONSUMPTION. PHILO. 
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Experiments and Obfervaticns on the Canker Worm, by Dr. Row- 
LAND GREEN, jun. 


DR. ADAMS, 


‘IL HE enclofed is the refult of a number of experiments 
and obfervations made in the years 1793 and 1794. If you 
think it contains ufeful information, you may, if you pleafe, in- 
fert it in your Regifter. R. GREEN, jun. 


Mansfield, Fuly 18, 1806. 


On the Canker Worm. 


WirTnHovur preliminary obfervations, I fhall endeavour to 
give a general outline of the natural hiftory of the infetts, 
called canker worms. Contemptible as they are, they arreft 
the attention of the farmer, by the devaftation they make in 
his orchards. 

Early in the fpring, the infects, in their perfect form, make 
their appearance, and depofite their eggs in the rough or frac- 
tured bark, fharp angles uf the branches and other fmall cavi- 
ties on the fmaller limbs of the apple tree. ‘This happens 
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fooner or.later according to the warmth of. the feafon. ‘The 


frozen earth muft be thawed, that the infects may make their 
way through the fame, and afcend the trees. ‘The time whee 
the eggs are hatched, alfo depends on the warmth of tlie atmo’ 
phere, commonly about the firft of May ; however, the beit 
criterion is the early period of vegetation. 

The worms in their infant ftate are very {mall, about one- 
tenth of an inch in length, and are black ; when full grown, 


are of various fizes, generally three-fourths of an inch in. 


length, and one-twelfth of an inch in thicknefs, and are ftrip- 
ed, brown, black, &c. ‘They have fix anterior feet, and four 
pofterior, which are larger than the former. When they 
move, they bring the pofterior feet near to the anterior, bend- 
ing the body, then reach forwards, and take hold with the an- 
terior feet, ani then bring the hinder parts onwards, &c. 


When moving from place to place they emit a {mall {pider- , 


like thread, and if by accident they lofe their hold, fufpend 
themfelves byi it. This thread they can climb, and refume their 
former fituation, or fpin to fome length, and by the help of 
the wind, may be wafted to adjacent trees ; or by falling on 
travellers, carriages, &c. may be conveyed from one orchard 
to another at confiderable diftance. They devour moft at 
night, and are moft varacious the laft week of their continu- 
ance on the trees. Frequently they are fo numerous as to 
devour all the foliage on certain trees, and confequently, if 
they have not arrived to maturity, great numbers perith.. 
When the trees are thus difrobed of their verdure, exhalation 
and abforption are interrupted, and if the force of vegetation 
be not ftrong, they blaft and die, but if vegetation go on 
forcibly, they aflume new life, a new foliage comes on. When 
they have come to their full growth and maturity, which is in 
about three weeks from the time of being hatched, they leave 
the trees commonly by travelling down the trunk, and go into 
the earth. This movement is generally in the evening; and it is 
worthy of remark, that all their principal movements are envel- 
eped in darknefs. ‘Ihe time when they leave the trees is from 
the 20th of May to the 10th of June, depending on the time of 
leaving the egg, &c. ‘They dig into the earth from one to 
five inches, according to the hardnefs of the foil ; but where 
the turf is hard and tough, they will fometimes take their 
lodgings within an inch of the furface. They are found | tin 
the earth, as far from the trunk as the branches of the fa 
extend, but are moft numerous near the trunk. ‘They old 
themfelves in the earth nearly perpendicular, with the h 
uppermoft, and gradually contract in length, which on, 
feventh or eighth day of their new abode is contracted ne: 
one-third. ‘Lhey are now unable to walk, feet fhrivelled, b 
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ing but little motion. About the ninth or tenth day the a@& 
of transformation takes place, and is completed in a few min- 
utes ; juft before this, the infect appears uneafy by its various 
motions, until the fkin (which at this time feems to be much 
difengaged from the body) burfts at the head and over the 
anterior feet, and by repeated exertions, is divefted of its ver- 
micular clothing. 

They are now in the aurelian ftate, contained in thin fhells 
of a light brown colour, about four-tenths of an inch in length, 
and much larger at the anterior part than at the other, which 
is pointed. ‘The fhell grows harder and darker until the whole 
is of a dark brown, alio their motion diminithes as the {hell 
grows harder, until they are apparently deftitute of any. In 
this ftate they lie uninjured by froft through the winter, till 
the laft of February or firft of March, at which time if the 
earth is fufficiently thawed, and the weather mild, they again 
transform, and rank with the miller tribe, leave the earth, 
travel to and afcend the trees, and continue to come out of the 
earth, more or lefs, according to the ftate of the weather, to the 
15th of April. In fome years when the {pring is forward they 
may be ail out of the earth fome days before the time here 
mentioned ; and if the {pring is very backward, they may rife 
a few days later. If the earth is thawed, and there is fufficient 
warmth, neither ftorm nor fnow will prevent their coming out 
of the earth and afcending the trees. The time of day for 
them to leave the earth is, in fair weather, juft after funfet, 
and continue coming up fame hours ; but in cloudy weather, 
they begin to move before. During the day they are not ac- 
tive, and but few are to be found without clofe infpection. 

In this, the perfect ftate, they appear in two forms; thofe 
with wings are called millers, and thofe deftitute of wings are 
commonly, called grubs. 

The millers are the males, the bodies are of a lightith colour, 
about four-tenths of an inch in length, having four wings, and 
fix legs which are long and flender. 

The grubs are the females—their bodies are larger than 
thofe of the males, but not fo long, and of an afhen colour ; 
legs much like thofe of the males; being deftitute of wings, 
they are under the necefflity of afcending the tree by the trunk, 
and from this happy circumftance, the farmer may, by the 
a on of tar, deftroy the whole tribe in an orchard, in one 

ing, with proper care and attention. 
edn after they arrive on the tree, they are active, 

biging from place to place, and in two or three days the fe- 
yes begin to depofite their eggs, and continue fo to do (mov- 
thfrom one place of depofite to another) for three or four 


He more ‘or lefs, and when concluded, being fhrivelled, they 
ies 
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die, as likewife do the males, having performed an entire 
round and put an‘end to their work. Sometimes they con- 
tinue a longer time on the trees, but appear to be in a torpid 
and dying ftate. Their eggs are fimall, numerous, and of a 
lightifh colour, but juft before they are hatched, become blue- 
ifh. The number of eggs caft by a fingle grub, is, according 
to her magnitude, from 150 to 250. 

It is not probable that they eat in the perfect ftate; their 
continuance is fhort, being doomed only to the produétion of 
their {pecies. ‘When they are prevented from going up the 
trees by tar, they may depofite their eggs in the rough bark or 
on the furface of the earth, and the eggs thus caft may hatch, 
and the worms afcend the tree, if not prevented. 

A number of experiments might here be mentioned, con- 
firming the above ; but let the following fuffice. \ 

On the 2d day of March, 1794, two grubs came out of the 
earth, in which they were kept (in the aurelian ftate) during 
the winter. On the 3d were put with the fame number of 
males into a glafs veffel fitted to receive them. Qn the 5th, 
the grubs began to depofite their eggs on the {mall branches of 
an apple tree placed among them, and continued that office 
for four days, and then both males and females died. ‘The 
eggs kept ina moderate temperature of air began to hatch on 
the 5th of April, and continued to hatch, more or lefs, accord- 
ing to the degree of heat in the atmofphere to the 20th fol- 
lowing. The number of eggs caft by thefe two grubs (which 
were rather more than a common fize) were 478, of which 
hatched 457, which is a numerous increafe. ‘Thofe that did 
not hatch appeared to contain the infects, but from unknown 
caufes died. Eggs depofited at the fame time, expofed to cold 
air, hatched not until fome days afterwards. 

Effetual mode of tarring—In the month of February, or 
before the froft is out ef the earth, prepare the trees for the 
reception of the infects, by applying in the moft convenient 
place on the trunk, a {trip of old linen cloth three inches wide, 
and fo fecured with clay or tow that the infects cannoi pafs 
underneath, alfo tow fhould be twifted in the form of a rope, 
and tied round the trunk at the lower edge of the cloth ta 
prevent the tar from running down, which wouid injure the 
tree. 

Whenever the earth begins to thaw, or the degree of heat 
is above the freezing point (32° of Fahrenheit’s thermometer) 
apply the tar to the cloth with a bruth juft before funfet, and 
fooner if the weather be cloudy. ‘The tar thould be thin, 
but if it be thick it will be neceflary to warm it, or add toita 
jufficient quantity of fifh-oil to make it thin and run free. 
Yhe tar mutt be applied every day during the feafon of 
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their going up; and if they are very numerous it will fome- 
times be neceflary to apply the tar twice in an evening. | De-:- 
lays are dangerous; the infects wait for no. man; and if a 
few pafs up, the tree is ruined for the enfuing year. 

After the feafon of tarring is over, remove the cloth, &c. 
{crape the trunk below the place of tarring, and apply four 
or five inches of carth round the trunk to keep the eggs, 
if any depofited, below the tar or on the furface of the 
earth from hatching. In fix weeks this earth may be re- 
moved from the trunk, as the eggs by this time will be 
deftroyed, for the want of proper heat and air. 





-_—_———- 


Oueftion anfwered. 
DR. ADAMS, 

In your Medical and Agricultural Regifter, for Auguft, 
page 121, you have this queftion—* In cold moift land, and 
m cold wet feafons, when Indian corn is often fo chilled or 
foaked in the ground as never to vegetate, is it beft to cover 
deep or fhallow ? to plant in a deep furrow, or on a high 
ridge ? and what kind of manuring ‘is beft ?” 

If the land be very wet and cold, in my opinion, it is ab- 
folutely neceffary to plow your land in ridges. If this is 
not convenient or practicable, dig your holes deep, let the 
mould lie feveral days to warm and dry in the fun ; if 
your land is clay, fill your holes half full of coarfe fand or 
gravel, then a layer of the earth from the holes ; then ma- 
nure your ground with horfe dung or chriftian dung if in 
your neighbourhood ; ; if mixed with lime, afhes, duft of pit 
or charc coal, the better; then a layer of your dirt ; let 
the holes be completely full, and more than fuil before you 
drop your corn; then cover it about one and a half inches 
deep. if the weather be wet and cold, at weeding draw 
the dirt moderately from the hill, that the roots may more 
forcibly feel the rays of the fun ; for we all know that heat 


is the one thing needfal for corn. MARCUS. 
Brifiol County. 





Extrads from a Communication by Ezra L’HomMenity, £/9. / 
the Agricultural Society af New York, and publifbed. with the 
dranfadlious of tre Society, 1801. 


On the leeding of Hogs to Advantage. 


«Tue bufinefs of a farmer has been compared to a oop; 
which has no end; it is certain that there is no bufinefs which 
reguires, efpecially to minute objects, fo much care: every thing 
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muft be attended to, every thing muft be faved, and every 
bufinefs done in feafon. Farmers in general are not fond 
of trying experiments, and are more attached ‘#0 their old 
cufloms than people of other profeffions. The beft way to 
introduce any thing new which is ufeful among them, is to 
give them ocular demonftration. 

As much depends on faving in the farming bufinefs, I 
fhall take the liberty of making fome obfervations on the 
favings which may be made $y the feeding of fwine. It is 
a common practice for the people of this ftate, fo far as I 
am acquainted, to give their hogs among other things, Aard 
corn, efpecially when they are fatting ; fome have their corn 
ground, fuppofing they make a faving in feeding with meal 
inftead of corn, befides paying one tenth for the grinding. 
A little obfervation convinces one that it muft be a great 
lofs to feed hogs on hard corn; it is not digefted, and a 
confiderable portion is difcharged with the dung. ‘To avoid 
this evil, I have been in the practice of foaking all my hard 
corn before it is given to the hogs; this I have feen prattifed 
in Connecticut, and is recommended by Dr. Elliot of that 
State, in his eflays on hufbandry. By the experience I have 
had, I make no doubt but more than ome tenth of the corn 
fed to hogs, by this mode of foaking, might be faved. 

Mr. L’Hommedieu here undertakes a calculation what the faving in this 
way might be, in the courfe of a year, throughout the State of N. York. He 
takes for granted, that, excepting the inhabitants of the cities of Hudfon, Alba- 
ny, and New York, the number of fwine would be equal to the number of in- 
habitants in the State ; that each {wine confumes on an average two bufhels of 
corn in a year, equal to 1,060,000 bufhels, of which one tenth 1s 106,000 bufh- 
els, the faving in one year; which, reckoned at four fhillings per bufhel, will 
niake the confiderable {um of 20,2007. 

«“ As we are now on the fubject of feeding hogs, it may 
be of ufe to obferve that farmers lofe much by giving frefh 
bran to hogs ; it is eafily obferved by their dung that this 
bran is not digefted. Perhaps the ftomach of a hog is 
fuch that it will not take hold of a fubftance fo flippery, 
which it will do when it becomes four ; the hog then di- 
gefts nearly the whole. , 

«“ Hogs do very well on white or red clover or fpear 
grafs, with little or no other food, and in many parts of 
the country inclofures are made folely for that purpofe ; 
but when lands are poor, and manure is much wanted, it-is 
more profitable to keep them up the bigger part of the 
year ; the manure they make by fods, weeds, ftraw and 
other vegetables being thrown into the pen, will more than 
pay for their keeping, as I have fome years ago obierved 
to the fociety. It is very neceflary when hogs are kept up 
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to have 2 poft fet in the middle of the pen that they may 
rub themfelves with more convenience than they can other- 
wife do. It will be convenient to have two or three vef- 
fels or cafks for the foaking of corn to feed hogs, fo that 
the corn may be fufficiently foaked before it is given out: 
in cold weather, or in winter, it fhould be kept in the cel- 
Jar, to prevent freezing. As the water in which corn is 
foaked may be more nutritious than otherwife, it will be 
beft to give this water as o¢cafion may require to the hogs 
to drink. As to the time neceflary to foak the corn, no 
fpecial direétion can be given, as it depends on the tem- 
perature of the weather ; it ought, however, to be fo much 
foaked, as to prevent that indigeftion which is experienced 
in feeding with hard corn, and it is eafily difcovered by 
the dung of the hogs, While we are on this fubject of 
foaking of corn, it may not be amifs to mention that foak- 
ed corn is a much better feed for horfes than moft other, 
and lefs dangerous than hard corn. I have known many 
farmers in this practice, and have practifed it myfelf to good 
advantage. It is generally fuppofed that you make a faving 
by feeding Indian meal to horfes, more than to pay for the 
toll of grinding the corn. I have tried both, and am of opin- 
ion that a horfe will be kept in better flefh by feeding with 
foaked corn than by Indian meal, and that there will be a 
greater faving in the former than in the latter.” 
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ARTICLE XXIV. 


Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations, for Augufi, 1806 ; 
made at DEERFIELD, WARWICK, MASON, PoRTS MOUTH, 
and SMITHFIELD, (R. I.)\—Lor the Medical and Agricultural 
Regifter. 
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Deerfield 592! 74%) 673/8th day 88°} 19th day 48°) S. 14 days 3 
Warwick 603) 78 69517 8&9 |28 45 |N.W.13 days 1)2 
Mafon 638| 73 | 683)7 84} 1 56 | W. 14 days as 
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WEATHER. 


if day, foggy, fair. | 15 ) cloudy mornings, then ran 1,0+ 
e—cloudy, a little rain, ©, 3* 16 fair; {prinkling of rain 

32 Sund. fair, brifk | 17) Sund. in fome places. 

rt winds. 18—fair. 


s—cloudy, a little rain, o,40t ©,3* | 19 } cloudy and funfhine 
\—flying clouds; Por/. thund. fho. | go | alternately, 0,10t fir? quarter. 
7—fair and pleafant; ¢ /af quarter, | 21 { {prinkling of rain 

thunder. 22 fin fome places. 
8—foggy, fair, {mall fhowers. _ 23 | Sund. thun. fhower, 0,50t 1,35" 
g—cloudy, fair, fprinkling of rain. | 24) Port/. feverethun. fhower, 0,5* 


10) Sund. Smithf. froft in low lands. | @5—fair. Smuthf. people beginning 
11 > faire and 26 foggy morn- to make 
12 ) plealant. | 27 § ings, fair. cider. 


13—cloudy, gentle fhowers, 0, 30+ 0,1* | 23 far, brifk winds. 
14—cloudy morning, fair. New Moon. | 29$  Smithf. peaches begin to npen. 
Smithf. pears and apples begin to | go 2 fair, fome 
ripen. 315 clouds. Deerf. fhower. 


Depth of water fallen in rain—Warwick 2,40 inches ; Smithfield 2,65 inches. 





Mafon.—We have had but little rain this month, the drought 
becomes pinching. ‘The crop of hay, efpecially on high lands, 
has been very fmall, and the feed in paftures unufually fhort. 
The crops of Englifh grain very good ; Indian corn in moft 
places in this town looks promifing. 


N.B. The thermometrical obfervations have been made hitherto in an unfin- 
ifaed room. In future they will be made in the fhade in the open air. 


Warwick, Auguft, 1806. 


State of health, &9'c.—The month has been very healthy, a 
few cafes of the dyfentery excepted. 

Progre/s of vagetation, <S'c.—The vegetable creation has moved 
towards maturity in a moderate degree; perhaps a little more 
rain would have rendered its progrefs more rapid. We have 
had pears, and fruit of the ftone kind in great plenty. The 
quantity of apples in proportion to our orchards will be very 


moderate. W. COBB. 


Smithfield, Auguft 31, 1806. 


The weather continued dry till the 23d, when we had a co- 
pious fhower in the morning, and fome thunder, followed by 
gentle rain till night ; when the wind fhifted from north-weft 
to north and north-eaft, and the rain continued with confider- 
able wind, till the evening of the following day. ‘The tempera- 
ture of the air changed very fuddenly at the commencement of 
the fhower on the 23d. At fifteen minutes before nine, A. M. 
the mercury ftood at 78°; but in twelve or fifteen minutes it 
had fallen to 68°. 


* At Smithfield. + At Warwick. 
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tis belcved that the crop of Indian corn will be confiders- 
bly diminifhed on account of the dry cool weather. In many 
places where it had acquired a good growth of ftalks the ear; 
are not fo numerous, large or full as ufual. Apples are confid. 
erably plenty. Pears and peaches are allo plenty. ‘This mont): 
has been healthy, for the feafon, but few cafes of fever have 
occurred for this time of the year. 

A SMITHFIELD SUBSCRIBER. 


i otieentietetnnisamtindl 


Deerfield, Auguft 31, 1806. 

Remarks.—Our people are now getting their fecond crop o! 
grafs ; this, except on low wet grounds, turns out very light, in 
confequence of the prevailing drought, which has been very 
fevere during the month. ‘The rains which have fallen thi: 
month have been imall, and have furnifhed but little nourithmen: 
to vegetation. Notwithftanding the very promifing appearan 
of Indian corn in the early part of the feafon, we now expec! 
but an indifferent crop ; for, in general, the ears are thinly {ct, 
-and are {mall. Our farmers fay the fummer has been too coo! 
for this crop, and I believe the remark to betrue. ‘The night 
have in general been uncommonly cool throughout the featon. 

State of health, &%'c.—The month has been rather unhealthy. 
We have had feveral cafes of dyfentery, but they have not 
proved very fatal. The cholera morbus has been uncommon) 
frequent, but it has not in any cafe terminated fatally. A -few 
cafes of fever have occurred in this and the neighbouring towns. 
The 23d of the month, died, Mr. John Sheldon, of the con- 
fumption. ‘his was the father of the family out of which 
three have died of the fame difeafe, within four years, as men- 
tioned in my former communications : others in this family are 


now threatened with hectical fymptoms. 
E. HOYT. 


Extra from a public Print. 


Edgarton, (Martha’s Vineyard,) Augu/? 28, 1806. 

“© We have had a very fevere ftorm here. On the morn- 
ing of the twenty-third, the heavens appeared to be covered 
thick with darknefs ; the wind fouth-weft: it now began 
to rain attended with flafhes of lightning, not fharp, and but 
little thunder ; the rain continued all day, and at times feemed 
to pour down in torrents; towards night it abated: in the night 
the wind fhifted, and in the morning was at eaft; it foon began 
to rain, the wind veered to north-eaft, and it increafed to one 
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ef the fevereft gales I have ever experienced. ‘The rain in- 
creafed with the wind, and the face of the ground appeared a 
flood of water. The quantity that fell is almoft inconceivable. 
A barre] that ftood in the open field was filled. At the moft 
moderate computation it fell thirty inches degp upon a level. It 
is impoffible to eftimate the damage it has done. ‘The corn is all 
beat flat to the ground, and the ftalks ftripped of their leaves. 
It has rifen fince, but will never recover. ‘The labor of the 
hufbandman, I prefume, is cut fhort more than one half. The 
profpect of fruit was promifing ; the apples are almoft all blown 
down. We have experienced this fummer the extremes cf 
drought and of flood. From the twentieth of ri/ to the 
twentieth of Fuly, but very little rain; and now a rain m 
judgment.” 





The rain on the twenty fourth, (Sunday) at Bofton, com- 
menced fome time previous to two o’clock the night before. It 
was a very fteady, uniform rain for more than twelve hours. 
‘The quantity of water fallen on a level, between the hours of 
twelve and one, was four-tenths of an inch. F¥orty miles back to 
the north-weft, in the country, the whole quantity of water 
fallen in rain through the day, by actual meafurement, was but 
half an inch. 


For the MEDICAL anno AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 
New York, April 26, 1806. 


« Mr. Munroe, minifter of the United States to the Englifh 
government, has tranimitted, at the requeft of the envoy of the 
king of Pruffia, refident in London, and by order of the king, 
a gold medal, to Dr. Rusu, of Philadelphia, as an acknowledg- 
ment of the high fenfe entertained of his medical writings. 
The medal contains on one fide a likenefs of the king of Pruffia, 


and on the other, an appropriate device.” 
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POETRY. 


PLL” Lh 


Omens of the year ; the firft Symptoms of Fever defcribed ; Medi- 
cal Aid to be called in immediately. The Danger of Delays ; 
Frailty of human Life. 


I IN prophetic numbers could unfold 
The omens of the year ; what feafons teem 
With what difeafes ; what the humid fourh 
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Prepares, and what the demon of the eatt : 

But you sathena takehe the tedious fong. 

Befides, whatever plagues in heat or cold, 

Or drought cr moifture, dwell, they hurt not you : 

Skill’d to correct the vices of the fky, 

And taught already how to each extreme 

To bend your life. But fhould the public bane 

Infect you, or fome trefpafs of your own, 

Or flaw of nature hint mortality, 

Soon as a not unpleafing horror glides 

Along the {pine through all your torpid limbs, 

When firft the head throbs, or the flomach feels 

A fickly load, a weary pain the loins, 

Be Celfus* call'd : the fates come rufhing on ; 

The rapid fates admit of no delay. 

While wilful you, and fatally fecure 

Expect to-morrow’s more aufpicious fun, 

The growing peft, whofe infancy was weak 

And eafy vanquith’d, with triumphant fway 

O’ERPOW’RS YOUR LIFE. For want of timely care 

Millions have dy'd of medicable wounds. 

Ah! in what perils is vain life engag’d ! 

What flight neglects, what trivial faults defiroy 

The hardieft frame ! Of indolence, of toil, 

We die ; of want, of fuperfluity. 

The all-furrcunding heaven, the vital airs 

Is B1G witH DEATH; and though the putrid fouth 

Be thut, though no convulfive agony 

Shake from the deep foundations of the world 

Th’ imprifon’d plagues, a fecret venom oft 

Corrupts the air, the water, and the land. 

What livid deaths has fad Byzantium feen ! 

How oft has Cairo with a mother’s woe 

Wept o’er her flaughter’d fons and lonely ftreets ! 

F’en Albion, girt with lefs malignant fkies, 

Albion the poifon of the gods has drank, 

And felt the fting of moniters all her own. 

ARMSTRONG. 

* A phyfician. 
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